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11.  (SBU)  On  August  9,  Egypt's  Ministry  of  Interior  (Mol) 
issued  national  identification  cards  to  two  Baha'is,  teenage 
brother  and  sister  Nancy  and  Imad  Hindy.  The  identity  cards 
include  a dash  in  the  field  that  normally  reflects  the 
bearer's  religion  (with  the  GoE  recognized  religions  of 
Islam,  Christianity  and  Judaism  heretofore  the  only 
possibilities) . 

12.  (C)  According  to  the  teenagers'  father,  Raouf  Hindy,  the 
Mol  official  who  contacted  him  to  tell  him  his  children's 
identity  cards  were  available,  also  told  him  that  IDs  would 

be  issued  "soon"  to  the  150-160  other  Baha'i  who  applied  for 
identity  documents  after  the  GoE,  in  April,  issued  a decree 
establishing  procedures  for  members  of  "unrecognized" 
religions  to  obtain  identity  documents  (ref  C).  The  Mol 
official  urged  Hindy,  who  has  become  a well-known  advocate 
for  Baha'i  rights,  to  publicize  the  issuance  of  the  IDs. 

13.  (C)  Comment:  While  the  issuance  of  the  identity  cards 

is  a welcome  development,  we  will  continue  to  press  the  GoE 
to  issue  identity  documents  to  the  many  Baha'is  still  seeking 
them  and  to  address  a number  of  issues  related  to  religious 
identity  and  citizenship. 
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